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Cambridge Main Street Façade, Signage, & Lighting Program

MISSION: Through its Façade, Signage, & Lighting Program, Cambridge Main Street aims to spur commercial property owners and business owners to improve the appearance and historic appeal of building exteriors in Historic Downtown Cambridge. This program is supported by a grant from the Neighborhood Business Works program of the Department of Housing and Community Development.

ELIGIBLE PROJECTS: Main Street encourages applications from businesses and property owners for projects that advance the above mission. Eligible projects may include, but are not limited to:


• exterior work that improves the appearance of facades and other visible sections of building exteriors, with priority given to projects that restore a building’s historic appearance and enhance the visual appeal of downtown Cambridge;


• business signage, new awnings, lighting, and other additions or improvements that add to the visible exterior appeal of retail, service, office, and other non-residential buildings; and


• interior improvements that enhance the visual appeal of building exteriors, such as storefront-window upgrades that include new lighting that will both enhance a building’s exterior appearance after dark and brighten the downtown streetscape.

APPLICATION: Applications should be submitted to Cambridge Main Street, which will provide an application checklist upon request. Once submitted, applications will go:
• To the Design Committee of Cambridge Main Street for a recommendation for to the organization’s Board of Directors.


• To the CMS Board of Directors for local approval/rejection.


• To the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for final approval/rejection. (This process includes approvals sought by DHCD personnel from the Maryland Historical Trust and the DHCD Codes Administration office).


• Please note: The applicant is responsible for making certain that all required local approvals, permits, notifications, and other legal requirements are met. Failure to do so could result in a rejection of reimbursement request.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:

The following rules govern project awards.


• Grants awarded to members in good standing of Cambridge Main Street provide 50 percent funding reimbursement for project with a total cost of at least $500 and up to $15,000 (which means a maximum reimbursement of $7,500).


• Grants awarded to non-members of Cambridge Main Street provide 35 (grant)/65 (property/business owner) funding matches for projects with a total combined cost of at least $500 and up to $15,000 (which means a maximum reimbursement of $5,250).


• No funds are provided in advance of project completion. Bills on the entire project must be paid and then submitted to the state for reimbursement at the eligible percentage rate. Please be aware in advance that getting checks cut at the state level can take some time.

• The Main Street Board of Directors reserves the right and authority to approve projects outside of the project-cost limits and eligibility rules outlined above on a case-by-case basis at its discretion and with appropriate approvals from DHCD.

